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The trend of migration has changed its shape in modem 
era due to the complexities of the socio-economic 
structure. There are international, inter-regional, 
inter-state, inter-district, and rural - urban forms of 
migration. An increasing trend of migration ha s been 
■ emperically evidenced from rural to urban areas. The 
migration of population from rural to urban areas has 
taken place because of several causes. However, the 
level of poverty existing in rural areas has been 
indicated as the most important cause which is forcing 
the rural population to migrate in search of employment 
opportunities in urban areas in order to send remittances 
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for supplimenting the income of their households at the native 

place. Other kinds of migration are related with education, 

social and political motivation and tend to affect a smaller 

size of population belonging to the economically well off 

section of the society. However, the migration from higher 

economic groups is found to be at significantly lower 

proportion which is motivated with the desire to obtain 

prestigious white collar jobs . Neverthless, a higher propensity 

of migration is found among the lowest income group of 

population followed by highest income group of population! 
2 

Lip ton in his study also finds that the migrants belong to 
very poor, landless, and illiterates are found to be having 
higher frequency of migration, which is due to the fact that 
their poor socio-economic condition forces them to migrate, 
xhe second important category of migrants fall within highest 
economic group, well educated workers who are more likely to 

la-'-/; / ■;/ V"''''.'/' ' ’ ala /■''/;/ • ■ ' v . /.ah // /a .. ;-a ■ y " -..a. ■■1 h 

be pulled. , On the other hand, John Connel> s 3 study reveals 
|||| both poor and higher income group strata of population 
have similar tendency of migration. However, migration of 

both these strata depends upon the availability of resource 
structure . 

Beside- this, inequality and variations in resource and income 
distribution are important influencing variables which lead 
to the migration of people from less resource or less 
opportunity areas to greater opportunity and resource areas 
in search of employment, income generation and betterment cf 
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Similer findings are available in the Carvajal study, 
finds that the differences in average income or wage levels 
between two places invariably turn up among the most important 
explanatory factors. Thus migration is positively associated 
with the urban wages and negatively related to the rural 
wage rate. 

Similar findings in relation to job opportunity probability 
in urban areas as compared to rural areas is explained in 

Q 

the study of Struat and Gregory. Combining both the assum- 
ptions of wage income and job probability variables the study 
10 

of levy reveals that the job probability variables appears 
to have independent statistical significance and to add to 
the overall explanatory power of the regression when 
isolated from the related or absolute income differential 
variable. Moreover, the wage and probability variables are 
combined to form an expected wage variable, the result is a 
definite improvement over the normal wage rate in terms of 
the amount of variation explained. 

Migration motivated with direction pattern is a considerably 

important variable that influences people in making their 

decision for migration. Before migration one has to examine 

the pattern of the availability of opportunities in different 

cities and towns. With the knowledge of right kind of 

11 - 

direction selection, people begin to migrate. Main sources 
affecting the direction pattern are the presence of friends 
and relatives at the intended place of migration since 





tar ough them they obtain information about the potential job 

-i p V 

opportunities. 


Migration generally occurs due to a complex interaction of 
push and pull factors^ and it generally takes place when 
the positive pull factor at the place of destination is out 
numbered by negative push factors at the place of origin. 1 ^ 
The migra tion motivated with pull factors refers to the kind 
of attraction and personal willingness of people that attracts 
people into the cities and urban areas whereas the puli factor 
refers to conditional migration where people migrate due to 
some economic compulsions, natural calamities , political and 
cultural pressures etc. The migration from rural to urban 
• -re a is generally motivated by both push and pull factors . 
However, the magnitude of rural - urban migration is identi- 
cally related to the push factors^ as a result of limited 

opportunities of employment in rural agricultural sector and 

higher employment opportunities in urban modern industrial 
sector. 


Further more, the hypothesis related to the socio-economic 
benefit of migration availed by migrants is another important 
issue. The studies undertaken during the recent past have 
examined this hypothesis considering several aspects of 
various benefits, it is generally believed that the migrants 
receive significant amount of benefits in relation so socio- 
economic, cultural, environmental and political betterment 


nd and migrants 


ountr 


6 



that the rate of migration fs comparably very small and° 
migration is generally for a shorter duration. Even in the 
case of those migrants who have remained away from their 
native place for a longer period, there is little tendency for 
permanent migration. The migrants normally tend to return to 
their place of origin. 



Finally we may conclude that the migration could have immediate 
or a lasting effect on the pattern of income distribution in 
rural and urban areas. Similarly, migration affects the 
demographic structure since the migration of people tends to 
decrease the population strength at the place of origin and 
increase it at the destination."^ On the other hand, the 
magnitude of migration could have negative or positive for 
effect on the employment and income pattern at the place of 
migration and the native place. 

Keeping in view the oasic findings of the various studies 
which have been mentioned in the preceding paragraphs, an attempt 
is being made to study the characteristics of migration and 
its effects on the income distribution of migration on an 
emperical basis. For this, we have selected a sample of 205 
migrant households from the hill region of Uttar Pradesh. 

C ciSG Study i 

This study was conducted in the rural areas of district Aim ora 
and Pithoragarh in Uttar Pradesh. For the study two villages 
namely Far sali Pa Hi and Jarti from district Aim ora and village 
Uprada from district Pithoragarh were ch.osen. Information was 
collected through personal interview with the households, 
yarding various aspects which have influenced the village 
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topography pronounced by vast mountainous tract to the north. 

The region has scattered population living on small arable 

land. Thus, the main source of livelihood of the population 

is agriculture. Due to the subsistence nature of agriculture 

and a very high percentage of area under forests only 16.70 

per cent land area is used under cultivation of agricultural 
1 Q 

crops. " The increasing pressure of population has lea to 
division and fragmention of land resulting in small and 
uneconomic holdings giving low yields. In the absence of 
other non-.' .agricultural activities available in the area, the 
population has only the agricultural sector for employment 
and .income avenues. Therefore, as a result of lack of employment 
opportunities and income source in the hill region, a high 
majority of population tends to migrate to the urban areas 
of the plains. Thus one can conclude that the basic purpose 
of migration of people from hill areas is related to seeking 
employment and better income opportunity. Accordingly the 
main motivation of migration relates to the generation of a 
sizeable amount of income at the place of migration so ms to 
contribute to the relatively low household income at the 
native place. The general tendency of migration is that the 
people from the areas migrate individually leaving their 
family at the native place and visit them from time to time, 
particularly during the agricultural season. 

Locational Pattern; o d pyay.;- addl ; d e. : d id dipdydidd 

Factors such as geographical and locational pattern of all 

the sample villages are almost similar. All the villages are 
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located at large distances iron their respective district 
headquarters ringing from 30 tons, to 95 tons. However, if 


we look at the locotion from ar 


y town than the distance of 


the nearest town from village Jarti is 10 tons., Farsali 
Pa Hi 26 tons. and Uprada 30 tons.. Looking at the development 
Df infrastructural facilities it is s,en that elect- 


ricity is not available in any of 
village Farsali Palli and Uprnda 


the three villages . However 
are well connected with 



the road but village Jarti is 1 


x ounc 


vilL 


however the mid J1 


high school faciliti 


er covering considerable 


village- s 


duc-tioncl faciliti 


s compared to vill 


ing cl is tr ib ut i on 


■ae inree villages the size of land holdings is 
■round 9 per cent households fall under the category 
ana marginal farmers and have less than 2.5 acres 
lor cultivation. Similarly, the landless households 


having m 


ana sma11 farming households, the highest numb 
per cent households have less than 1,50 acres h 
landless households in village Farsali Palli no. 
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TABLE 


PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS ACCORDING TO 
LAND HOLDING SIZE 

■■■. *' (Area in Acres) 



T~— 


: SI. 

Land holding size 

No. 

' 1. \ ' 

Landless 

I 2. 

less than - 0.50 

3» 

4. , 

0.50 - 1.00 

■ 1.00 - 1 .50 ' 

. 3. - i 

: 1.50 - 2,00 ; 

s. 

2,00 - 2.50 

1 m 

2.50 and above ; 

1 

vfJi up ppp.. . a'.: ij: 


Total 


Farsali 

Palli 

Jarti 

; Uprada 

;! Total 

13.10 

: 1.40 

4.88 

5.43 

26.19 : 

15.38 ‘ 

: 28.46 

22.54 

25.00 

42.66 ; 

' 26.02 

32.57 

15.48 

22.38 

15.45 ; 

18.29 

13.10 

11.19 1 

f 14.63 

12.86 

5.95 

4.20 j 

\ 6.50 

• 5.14. 

1.95 . 

J, 

2 a 80 | 

‘ 4.07 

3.14; 

100.00 ] 

100.00 J 

100,00 ; 

: 100.00 : 


pc-i c_nt ? JLrti 1 .40 per cent end. in Uprada A. 88 per cent. TJie 
households having ||rb then 2. 50acres of. land holdings account 

1.19 per cent in Farsali Palli 2.80 per cent in Jarti and 4.07 
per cent In Uprada. . . 

Land Ho ld ings of Migrants : 

analysing the pattern of land holdings of migrants households, 
is noticed that migration is higher in the case of people 
who have smaller size of land holdings. Majority of migrants 
v 42„43 per cent) thus belong to land holding size of less than 
1 4 00 acre vhilG the lowest proportion of migrants (8.78 per 
aave more than 2.50 acres land holding and the migrants 
from landless households constitutes 10.24 per cent. Looking 
into the pattern of migration at village levels, we find that 
the proportion of migration from each category of land holding 
size is almost simil ar in the case of all the three villages. 
The highest number of migrants of village Farsali Palli are 
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TABLE-2 : DISTRIBUTION OF MIGRANTS BY LAND HOLDING SIZE 


Si. 

L — i 

Land Holdings 
■ (in Acres) 

Farsali 

Palli 

Jarti 

Uprada 

Total 3 

* ■ 

r i . 

Landless 

7(26.92) 

“1 

2( 2.15) 

r" 

12(13.96) 

21(10.24) r 

: 2 * ' 

Less than 1 .OC 

7(26.92) 

42(45.16) 

38(44.18) 

87(42.43) : 

3. 

1.00 - 2.50 

^ 0(38,46) 

J 40(43. 01) . 

29(33.72) 

■79(38.53) .■ 

i ; 

2.50 and above 

2(7.69) : 

9( 9.67) 

7( 8.13); 

18( 8.78) ■ 

} 

Total 

26(100.00) 

93 ( 100 . 00 ) ; 

86(100.00) : 

205(100.00) | 


(Bracketed are percentages to row totals) 


however, fro a the land holdings consisting 1.00 to 2.50 acres, 
while, the majority of migrants of village Jarti and Uprada 
belong to the group having less than 1.00 acre landholdings. 
The lowest percentage of migrants in all villages are found 
in the land holding size of more than 2.50 acres. ' 

Incone Level of Migrants: 

While it is true that the basic cause of migration is low 
levels of income and lack of job opportunities at the native 
place, the actual degree of migration is positively related 
to the expected: earnings at the place of migration. A higher 
proporti ory migrants are found in the low income groups and the 
intensity of migration starts declining among sucee ding higher 
income groups of population, despite the fact that migration 
is motivated from all category of income groups. Examining 
the pattern of income distribution and the trend of migration 
at village levels, the picture of migration characteristics 
noticed in all the villages are almost similar. 


The economic 


TABLE -3 : DISTRIBUTION OF MIGRANTS 3Y H0U3EH0L INCOME LEVELS 


( Per Annuam In Rs . ) 
« ■ - ' ' 


SI, 

;No J 

Income Groups 

Farsali 
Pa Hi J 

Jarti luprada 

j .... ;■ ■■ 1 

Total 

: S 

Less than 1000 

2( 7.69) 

17(18.27) 69(80.23) - 

33(42.92) 

2. : 

1000 ' - 2000 

9(34.61) 

27(29.03) 13(15.11) 

49(23.90) 

•3. 

2000 - 3000 

9(34.61) 

17(18.27) 2( 2.32) 

28(13.65) 

:j 4. 

3000 - 4000., 

5(19.23) 

21(22.58) ; 

26(12.68) 

5. ] 

: 4000 ■ - 5000 


4( 4.30) 2( 2.32) 

6( 2.92) 

5. ! 

5000' - 6000 : 

1( 3.34) 

2( 2.15) . . — 

3( 1.46) 

p 7. 

6000 and above ; 

[ 

5( 5.37) 

5( 1.46) 


Total 

26(100.00) 

93(100.00*1 86(100.00) 

205(100) ! 


(Bracketed are percentages to row totals) 


conglusion of the work force forces them to migrate outside 
their villages. The highest propensity of migration is found 
among the people with groups. Ih,se kinds of indications are 
clear while we a a a lyse the income and migration characteristics 
of each village, particularly Upr '.da, . 

Thus viewing the distribution pattern of resources such as land 
and income among the households in various villages we find 
that inequality in the inc ome opportunity is a basic cause and 
effect which influences the migration of the population from 
one place to another. The smaller size of land holdings and 
Lusuxeicient amount of income for maintaining the households 

living is invariably pushing the working age population outside 
the village. 

Demog ra phic an d Migrat i on St ructure : 

Pr.i.oi to the initiation of migration tne villages had a pecu- 
lation of 1 8p5 consisting 49.70 per cent workforce. Out of 
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TABLE-4 : DEMOGRAPHIC FEATURE AND MIGRATION STRUCTURE OF 
WORKING POPULATION IN DIFFERENT VILLAGES 


. Village 

Total 

Population 

W or king 
Population 

Population 

migrated 

% of migrated 
population to 
working popu- 
lation. 

Far sal 
Palli- 

. 368 

152 

26 

20.63 

| Jarti 

781 

414 

93 

28.97 

! Uproda 

686 

- - ; 

346 

86 

33.08 b 

; Total 

1835 

912 

205 

29.00 


this total workforce of the three villages, 29 per cent have 
migrated outside their respective villages to seek employment 
and income opportunities. A larger extent of migration is 
noticed in Uproda ( 33.8 per cent) followed by Jarti ( 28 . 97 ) 
and Farsali Palli (20.63 per cent). 

Educational Levels : 

Educational level of individuals is an important parameter 
influencing migration motivation and mobility pattern.- Indi- 
viduals with higher level of education tend to migrate more 
frequently t o different places and different wage paid ranges 

of occupations even when the mobility is over a larger distance 

20 - 

as compared to the lesser educated individuals. 'The mobility 
approach of /education is not only reflected by movement of 
individuals in different places but it is also reflected by 
securing a substantial improvements in the better job oppor- 
tunities in terms of wages, status and conditions. On the 
other hand individuals with inadequate level of education are 
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TABLE “5 5 DISTRIBUTION' 'OF MIGRANTS BY LEVEL OF EDUCATION 



SI e ' 
No* 


Educational 

Level 

Illiterate 

Primary 

School 

Middle School 

High School 

Intermediate 

Cradunt 

Post Gradual 
and above 

Total old; 


Farsalj 
Pa Hi 

2( 7.69) 


Jarti 

6( 6.25) 
10(10.42) 

32(33.33) 
8(30,77) I 31(33,33) 
6(23.08) I 10(10.75) 
1( 3.85)1 1( 1.08) 

d lid.': ..' ■ add. ■/ d 1 ;\. ■ 

1( 3.85)1 2( 2.15) 

If a 


8(30.77) 


I 26( 100,00)1 93 ( 100.00) 
— — ±_._ ■ ' 


Uurada 


9(10,47) 

6 ( 6 . 98 ) 

18(20.93) 
20(23.26) 
25(29.07) 
6 ( 6 . 98 ) 

3( 3.49) 


86 ( 100 , 00 ) 


Total 


1 7( 8.29) 
16( 7.80) 

58(28.29) 
59(28.78) 
41(20.00) 
8( 3.90) 

6( 2.93) 


205(100.001 


.(Bracketed are percentage to row totals) 

unable to take advantage of the opportunities which exist, and 
do not fare as .-well as those with higher educational qualifi- 
cations. Thus the educational attainment becomes a prerequisite 
for aveilmenx of better white collar j obs with higher earnings . 

The general feelings are that the propensity of migration is 
m..stly governed by the economic condition of the migrants 
foil oweu oy the level of education. However , the ..propensity 
oi migration could be higher among the individuals which have 
higher level of education. It is due to the fact that there 
exist greater rural-urban differentials in the Income |f|I§ 
tunifcy of higher educated individuals as compared to less 
educated individuals. In relation to the sample villages, it 
is revealed that the tendency of migration among individuals 


with different levels of educational attainment have been 
almost similar. However, significantly a higher numbers 
of migrants have secondary . .level of education followed 
oy illiterates and higher education. Analysing the village 
level data the picture of migration follows the pattern 
as already outlined above. 



Age component plays an important role' in migration. Since 

population in the working 'age group are in a better posi- 

tion to enter the workforce at the place of migration. 

Migration begins at an early age ’ in case where the 

households art at very low levels of income. The migrant 

not only reduces the family burden at his native place 

but can also at times remit money to supplement the low 

incomes of his household. Examining the sample data it is 

revealed that the out migration of population appears to 

be selective and it is well testified by the fact that an 

overwhelming majority (60.98 'per cent) of migrants moved 

out at a young age i.e. the age group of 20 and 25 years. 

Migration of population with less than 15 years age group 

accounts for about 14 per cant. Several studies undertaken 

in the p--st in various Asian countries and other developing 

countries also reveal that the ■ tendency of migration is 

higher among the individuals between the age of 15 ana 30 

years as compared to the individuals in the higher and 

lower age groups. The village . level data reveals that the 

majority of population has migrated at an average age of 
21 years. 



1 

14.00 

A-nAbe 

14.00 

3 14.33 

5 14.20 

( 3.85) 


( 1.08) 

( 

3.49) 

( 2.44) 

3 b 

17.67 

22 

17.91 

20 16.45 

14 17.24 

(11.54) 


(23.66) 

(23.26) 

(21.95) 

15 

21 ,33 

60 

21 .00 

50 21.33 

125 21.18 

(57.59) 


(64.52) 

(58 ..14) 

(60.98) 

4 b:b 

26.00 

8 

26.63 

6 27.50 

18 26.78 

(15.38) 


( 8.60) 

( 

6.93) 

( 8.78) 

2 V 

30.00 

1 a-db:;;; 

32.00 

4 31.00 

7 30.86 

( 7.69) 


( 1.08) 

( 

4.65) 

( 3.41) 

1 

35.00 

1 ■ 

40.00 

3 36.50 

5 37.80 

( 3.85) 


( 1.08) 

( 

3.49) 

( 2.44) 


26 22.54 93 21.00 86 21.36 205 21. 33 

( 100 . 00 ) ( 100 . 00 ) ( 100 . 00 ) ( 100 . 00 ) 


TABLE- 6 s DISTRIBUTION OP MIGRANTS BY AGE AT MIGRATION 


Far sail Palli : Jartl 


Total 


Aver- N o . of Aver- No . of 
age Migrn- age Migra- 
age nts age nts 


Aver- 

age 

age 


No. of 
Migru 
nts 


Aver- 

age 

age 


;e Group No . of 
Years) Migra- 
nts 


35 and 
above 

Total 


(Bracketed are percentages of row totals) 


An assessment of the data on family size and the trend of migration 
reveals that there is a direct relationship between the larger family 
size and migration. Around 28 per cent of migrants had a family size 
of ab ve 7 members while only 10.24 per cent migrants had a family 
size of less than 3 members. The relative position at the village 
luvelo is t-.lm.jst similar with respect t o family size of . uptp 3* 
However, a higher trend of migration is noticed in Jarti in the family 
between 6 to 7 members, in Farsali Palli with above 7 members while 
in village Uprcxla the family group of 6 to 7 and above 7 members has 


size 
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DISTRIBUTION OF MIGRANTS BY FAMILY 


.bove 7 i Total 


around 33 per cent migrants each. The mi 


11 villages 


n 3 members 


Thus , 'we find that th 


n is found incr- 


land holdings and lower income opportunities in tin 


the working 


Iter native 


poortunaties in or 


to be able to contribute 


rnings within the village 


with employment 


nd economic cons! 


both negative as well as positive effects. However, the studies 


st reveal that the migration of individuals 


associated with economic betterment 


amount of benefits received by migrants could be low or negligible 
during the initial stages of migration, the benefits tend to 


increase after some period scent at the 


migrants 
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for individuals that have migrated but for the country as a 

whale. 22 With the initiation of migration an individual 

improves his socio-economic, cultural and environmental 

status, besides the av ailment ■ of several physical and social 

infrastructural opportunities. On the other hand, with the 

extensive and greater mobility of population, the economic 

development of the country is favourably influenced by the 

23 

intraction of labour supply and demand c auditions. 

As already indicated earlier, the inadequate levels of incomes 
of h useholds and the lack of opportunities of income gene- 
rail or in the area, a larger segments of population is 
influenced to migrate in search of employment and better 
income opportunities to the'avrban areas. In the proceeding 
analysis an attempt is being madi' r «ngarding the benefits of 
migration and the extent to which migrants have succeeded in 
increasing the economic conditions of their family members 
at the native place. For this an examination has been made 
on following conceptual framework. 

1. Income contribution of migrants population for their 
households before initiating migration and after 
migration from the place of destinations . 

2. Changes in. the income level of households after 
getting migration of anyone individual from the 
households. 

3. Effect of migration in the pattern of income dist- 
ribution among the different income group of population 
in different villages. 




Besides this, an examination has also been made to indentify 
the frequency and share of income contribution through remi- 
ttances by people belonging to different income groups of 
households and the proportionate changes that has taken place 
in relation to the improvement of economic conditions of 
different income groups of households. 

Pattern of Income Contribution by Migrants 

Examining the pattern of income contribution of migrants to 
their households at the native place before initiating migration 
and after migration, it appears that migration has resulted 
in. significant economic benefits. It is also noticed that the 
population had been neither utilising their skills, knowledge 
and working capacity in their native place due to non-avail- 
ability of opportunities of employment and income generation. 
Such assumption can be proved if we look at the quantum of 
income .contribution pattern of migrants before migration at 
their native place and the contribution which is made through 
remittances from the place of migration. Considering the 
village level data, we notices that the average contribution 
of migrants has raised four-times in village Farsali Palli, 
about three-times in village Jarti and ten-times in village 
Uprada. Comparing the income contribution pattern of population 
before migration in different villages, it was examined that 
the economic conditions of households in Uprada has improved 
much more as compared to the other villages . In village Uprada 
a 47.67 per cent of population was contributing a very small 
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amount of income accounting for less than Rs.100 before mig- 
ration, whereas the contribution has increased to Rs.15'19 psn 
annum after migration. 

Effects of Migration on Income Distribution 

Migration motivated with economic need leads to better economic 
benefit both at the native place of migrants as well as at 
the destination. It is through significant amount of income 
contribution to the natives and supply of required manpowers 
for economic development at the destination. Migration 

reamins the only alternative for .working population in the 
lessor opportunity areas which forces people to move to 
higher opportunity areas for the betterment of socio-economic 
improvement of their households. A relatively higher extent 
of benefit from migration can be observed in the case of those 
individuals who were able to contribute only small amount of 
income to their household prior to migration as compared to 
those who could assist their families by a greater amount in 
monetary terms. The migrants from the higher income groups 
tend to send lesser remittances because their families at 
native are alre dy well off and also because their own 
expenditure levels are high. On the other hand, population 
with lower income group are always concerned with the poor 
economic conditions of their households which compels them 
to spend lower amount of incomes on themselves at the place 
of aest ination and contribute as much as possible towards 
taeir families at home. Thus, considering this phenomenon in 
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view, it could be" derived that tiie migration of lower ^ncome 
group population leads to a better income contribution to 
their households' and also helps ' in reducing the income ine- 
qualities among the different income groups in the village. 
Examining the increase in the household incomes with the 
initiation of migration it is seen that the income luvel of 
migrant households at the native place has raised nearly 
two-times more as compared to pre-migration period. Looking 
at the households according to income groups, it is notice** 
that almost all households whether they fall in lower or 
higher income groups, the average income of households have 
increased their average household income significantly after 
migration. However, the increase in income of lower income 
group households has increased to a much higher degree as 
compared to households -with higher income groups. But in 
absolute terms the income of upper income group households is 
still higher as compared to lower income group households 
despite the fact that they are receiving lower amount of 
contribution from the migrants from within this income group. 
This is due to the fact that households falling into higher 
income groups had very high amount of income levels even before 
the initiation of migration of their family members. 

Analysing the changes in the pattern of income distribution 
that has resulted from migration, in different villages, it 
is revealed that higher incremental changes in income level 
has taken place in village Uprada followed by village Jarti 
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and Farsali Palli. Greater changes in the income distribution 
have been noticed among the households which were in the lower 
income group strata than the others. Population, which was 
falling in the lowest income group ( less than Rs. 1000 per annum) 
now has a per household income of around Rs.2500. Similarly, 
the population in the remaining income groups have also 
registered sizeable increases in their average household income . 
Moreover, inequality in' income distribution in various villages 
has also been reduced to a certain extent. Considering the 
changes in income distribution that have been observed in our 
sample villages it could generally be believed that migration 
motivated with economic conditions is an important instrument 
for equalising the pattern of income distribution as well as 
improving the socio-economic conditions of households living 
in the backward rural areas like hills. 

Conclusion and Main Findings 

Migration of population from various villages is primarily 
motivated with several fundamental factors, such as socio- 
economic condition of households, development of road transport 
and communication sources, level of education of population 
and various geographical and physical conditions. The pattern 
of migration among the population of different income levels 
or land holding groups in almost similar . However, the proportion 
of migration is registered higher among the population with, 
lower income groups or lower land holdings. 



It is generally seen that in the case of extremely poor house- 
holds. the family members have been migrating at a very early 


age. Almost all the migrants are forced to migrate due to poor 
economic conditions of their households, growing burden of 
population on traditional agricultural activities and lack of 
opportunities of alternative income generation avenues in the 
respected villages. Average age of migrants at the time of 
migration is around 21 years and average educational qualification 
is middle and secondary levels. 

The benefit derived by population with the initiation of 
migration is found quite significant. Levels of income of the 
migrant population was relatively quite low to begin with whereas 
after migration the amount of money received through remittances 
has raised household incomes significantly. However, the relative 
contribution received by way of remittances in higher in the 
case of lower income groups and lower in the case of the higher 
income groups. 

Existing vast gaps in the income level or income distribution 
among various households in different villages has been reduced 
to some extent after migration. Since the lower income group 
households are receiving a higher proportion of • remittances 
thereby increasing the income levels of the lower income 
households. Thus looking at this kind of structural changes 
in the pattern of income distribution, one can conclude that 
migration motivated with ec anomie reasons and made from less 
opportunity areas to higher opportunity areas could be an 
important instrument for raising the income levels of lower 
income group households and mitigating the imbalances of income 
distribution patterns in less opportunity areas. 
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